
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 15, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 175 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have grown up, but my ideas about you have 
not.  I find myself in difficult circumstances, and I want you to 
make those situations go away; instead, you help me have the 
annoying feelings that make the circumstances difficult.  I feel 
loss, and want something to fill the empty void inside; you help 
me grieve.  I feel helpless, and want to run away and hide; you 
help me feel powerless.  I am disappointed, and want to get 
even; you teach me to feel hurt.  I feel weak, and want to find 
someone to blame; you teach me feel vulnerable.  I expect you 
to get me what I want: whatever manages the feelings I have 
and don’t like.  You give me what I need: the support and 
reassurance to feel what I find so difficult or too difficult.  I 
want to act, when what I need first is to breathe so I can think 
and feel before I act. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 22:1-14 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 198 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 210 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for October 22, 2017  
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22. 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 New phone number for Margaret and Darold Allen: 
  916-476-5744. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 

 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 22:1-14] 

 Our understanding of God correlates to our degree of emotional 
and psychological development. For example, when we are 
children, and are highly dependent on bigger people for our 
physical and psychological survival, and are unable to do many 
things that have to do with practical living, our understanding of 
God reflects this dependence. We think of God as able to provide 
very specific and concrete things which we want or need, and we 
frequently ask for those things from God. However, as we mature, 
and become more capable and self-reliant, and have greater 
capacities to manage the details of living, our level of dependence, 
and the nature of our dependence, changes, and consequently our 
understanding of God changes. We change from thinking of God as 
managing the details of life for us, to thinking of God as 
mentally/emotionally assisting and supporting us as we attend to 
those details. We do not so much ask God to give us things, as we 
ask God to support the development of capacities and abilities 
within us, to help us function more adequately by expanding and 
improving our cognition, our self-talk, and our social and 
communication skills. When we are young, our understanding is 
that God picks up all the slack and carries all the weight. As we 
mature, we begin to realize that much of the weight of life is ours 
to shoulder, and our understanding of God is that God will support, 
sustain and encourage us in carrying that weight, and will help us 
with the difficulties and failures we encounter when doing so. 
 The text for today, like last week’s (Matthew 21:33-46), 
addresses issues we encounter when we are more mature, and are 
more aware of the responsibilities we have for our life possessing 
any quality and depth. This text assumes that we understand that 
we and God have entered into a covenant. A covenant is a contract 
or an agreement between two parties, in which each makes 
promises to do or perform certain things to fulfill the contract. In a 
covenant, each party takes on certain obligations, and is honor-
bound to fulfill them. If we translate the understanding of the 
covenant expressed in the Bible into our thought-world and 
internalize it, the covenant is understood as we and God together 

working on our personally living into the fullness of our own human 
life. Both we and God agree that we will cooperate in the work of 
“redemption” and “salvation;” that is, both will participate in the 
effort to disclose us to ourselves, to disclose especially what is true 
of us and about us which has been lost to our awareness. This 
covenant is made as a way of keeping us safe from wearing out by 
our trying to be a person we believe we should be but actually are 
not, so that, in the end, we are able to live the life that is actually 
ours. God agrees to continually disclose us to ourselves and support 
us in becoming aware and being aware of the person we actually 
are, and we agree to pay attention and be receptive. God is 
constantly influencing us, urging us, prompting us, in line with the 
terms of this covenant. This parable describes aspects of the 
interaction between God and us. When we are open to this leading 
which God does, and interact with that leading, we are living under 
the influence of God and therefore in the “kingdom of God.” If we 
have not come to the place of understanding and accepting this 
covenant between God and us, this parable will seem harsh because 
it presents an image of God with which we are not all that familiar 
and not all that comfortable. If we have come to the place of 
understanding and accepting this covenant, the image of God it 
presents will make sense, and the parable will be reassuring. 
 The basic message of this parable is that God is persistent and 
tenacious in holding up God’s end of the covenant. God discloses us 
to ourselves, and calls attention to the thoughts, feelings, images, 
memories and perceptions which are these disclosures. If we use 
the image in the text, that of a wedding, we might say God is 
orchestrating a union between our conscious-self and our 
unconscious-self, and we are invited to the wedding, to participate 
in and celebrate this integration as it takes place. But we “make 
light” of the invitation in that we are careless about the invitation, 
have other interests that distract us, and lose any interest in the 
union. God becomes “enraged” in response to the disinterest in us 
for this wedding. In Greek this verb can be active, having the sense 
of “to be provoked or enraged,” or passive, having the sense of “to 
become exasperated.” The root of this verb is “desire” [as a 
reaching forth or excitement of the mind, i.e. by analogy ‘violent 



passion’]. I suggest we use the “passive” sense of this verb and say 
God’s desire for this wedding is like a violent passion, and our 
disinterest toward it is exasperating to God. The word “exasperate” 
means “to irritate intensely, infuriate.” We experience God’s 
irritation in an intense way: our “insistence that we not be 
interested in this union” is “destroyed” and “burned” in the sense 
of being frustrated and overcome. In other words, all kind of 
thoughts and feelings, etc., are brought to our attention, actually 
intrude in our awareness, things which we consider to be good as 
well as bad, and despite our disinterest, we are “filled with guests” 
[thoughts, feelings, images, memories] wanting to participate in 
this union. Any “guest” that is not presenting with enough honesty 
or clarity for it to participate in this union [the reference is to it’s 
not being attired appropriately] is treated in a special way that 
makes it more transparent: it is made more intense. That is, it gets 
our attention because whatever it is about becomes more 
aggressive and therefore noticeable, and we are able to see it more 
clearly than when it was hiding in its normal obscurity. This 
increased intensity means there will be “weeping” [the Greek word 
is “lamentation,” from a root “to sob, out loud”] and “gnashing of 
teeth” [from a root “to grate the teeth in pain or rage]. These words 
are describing an internal experience that is intense. All thoughts 
and feelings are “called” [the Greek word is “invited”] to this union, 
but some are “chosen” [this word implies “being favored, or 
selected”] for this treatment of “having their point of origin 
brought forth” because their content is especially important for the 
union between our conscious-self and our unconscious-self. 
 A text like this is of little use or value to anyone who is young in 
the sense of not yet possessing the understanding that they have 
some responsibility for the quality and depth of their life. Also, this 
text will have little relevance for anyone who has not yet come to 
the place where they have enough awareness to recognize these 
experiences happening within themselves. However, if these 
experiences have begun to appear in our awareness, and we have 
begun to see them as opportunities inviting us into an interior 
exploration which will increase the quality and depth of our life, a 
text like this will help us realize that we are not crazy or going crazy 

when these intense experiences are ours. Ideally, we will all come 
to see that God is really serious about the union between our 
conscious-self and our unconscious-self, and earnestly wants the 
fullness of life that results from that union. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-11-17, 19th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 22:1-14] 


